Environment
This section considers key aspects of the environment in North Northamptonshire
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ENVIRONMENT
In the past, North Northamptonshire would have been dominated by woodland with
substantial wetlands along the river valleys. However, human intervention has meant that
much of this original landscape has been altered through the increase in agriculture, the
extraction of sand and gravel in the river valleys and the quarrying of ironstone for use in
the steel industry.
Today, the wildlife of North Northamptonshire comprises plants and animals which have
survived these changes or have taken advantage of the new landscape.
This section considers all aspects of the environment in North Northamptonshire, including
biodiversity, air, water, waste and the cultural heritage.
Table 38 shows the amount of land in each local authority area which is classified as
Greenspace.

Table 38: Land use, 2005
Residential
buildings

Gardens

Non-residential
Greenspace &
buildings &
water
transport

Corby

1,421

4,756

5,868

64,859

East Northamptonshire

2,913

11,578

8,560

480,403

Kettering

2,679

9,596

7,434

211,741

Wellingborough

2,261

7,728

6,578

144,856

Source: ODPM Generalised Land Use Database, 2005

BIODIVERSITY
There are a number of designated nature conservation sites across the area, including
Sites of Special Scientific interest (SSSI’s), Local Nature Reserves (LNR’s) and County
Wildlife Sites (CWS’S). These designations are largely focussed along the river valleys
and in the Rockingham Forest area.
The table below shows the % of each local authority area which is designated as a
SSSI. The proportion of land which is a SSSI in North Northamptonshire is considerably
below the national average. The condition of the SSSI’s is also a cause for concern as
only 55% of them are in a favourable or recovering condition - the Government target is
for 95% of them to be in a favourable or recovering position by 2010.

Table 39: % of areas designated as SSSI’s
% of area designated as SSSI
Corby

1.2

East Northamptonshire

1.1

Kettering

0.7

Wellingborough

0.4

England

6.8
Source: English Nature and Biodiversity Action Plan

There are also a large number of sites designated as County Wildlife Sites - 385 sites
covering 8,156 hectares.

Table 40: County Wildlife Sites
Area designated as County
Wildlife Site (hectares)
East Northamptonshire

Number of County Wildlife Sites

5,461

209

Wellingborough

838

60

Corby

707

45

Kettering

1,150

71

TOTAL

8,156

385
Source: Wildlife Trust
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AIR
None of the Local Authorities in North Northamptonshire have declared an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA). An AQMA is declared to ensure that national air quality
objectives will be achieved. Therefore, air quality in North Northamptonshire is regarded as generally being good.
This will have to be monitored closely as the increase in road traffic predicted will have an adverse impact on air quality.

CULTURAL HERITAGE
Grade 1 listed buildings, Scheduled Ancient Monuments, Registered Parks and Gardens, Conservation areas, and areas of Ridge and Furrow are fairly evenly spread across North
Northamptonshire with a slight concentration of heritage and cultural assets around the Boughton Park and Geddington Chase area north-east of Kettering.
Important assets in the area include; Rockingham Castle, Kirby Hall, Great Harrowden Hall, Boughton House, Lyven New Build, Lilford Hall, Kirby Hall, Deene Park, and Fotheringhay
Church and Castle. Boughton Park and Drayton Park are Registered Parks and Gardens Grade 1) of strategic significance. Rockingham Forest is a major historic assest and the
subject of ongoing research by the Rockingham Forest Trust. This area of former hunting forest has its origins in the Anglo Saxon period.
Iron working with its origins in the Roman period and continuing to modern times is also an important feature of the areas heritage and culture. Modern industrial heritage is also critical
to the character of the locality and can often be undervalued.

GREENSPACE PROJECTS
North Northamptonshire has benefited from ODPM Growth Area Funding which has been targeted specifically at Greenspace projects, including a number of green infrastructure
projects managed under the umbrella of the River Nene Regional Park, funding of the development of green infrastructure and specific projects such as Top Lodge at Fineshade Woods
in Corby and rights of way improvements across the county.
Further environmental projects are also underway or due to commence shortly to regenerate an revitalise the town centres of Kettering, Wellingborough, Raunds and Irthlingborough.

WASTE
Levels of growth proposed for North Northamptonshire represent a potential concern not only in
terms of future domestic waste arisings, but also of increased arisings of construction / demolition
wastes and commercial / industrial wastes linked to the creation of employment for the new
population.
The need to move away from reliance on landfilling and increase recovery and recycling of waste
is a key component of sustainable waste management. The table below shows the amount of
household waste that is currently either recycled or composted. Levels of recycling are highest in
East Northamptonshire and Wellingborough.

Table 41: Household waste (BVPI 82 2003/04)
Percentage recycled

Percentage
composted

Amount collected
per head (kg)

East Northamptonshire

16.4%

3.5%

379.8

Wellingborough

13.0%

4.1%

405.1

Corby

9.1%

0.0%

423.0

Kettering

5.2%

0.0%

442.8

Source: Audit Commission Best Value Performance Indicator data
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WATER
The hydrology of the area is dominated by the River Nene which flows the length of the county from south west to north east and
its catchment area. Around 700,000 people live within the River Nene catchment area from its source in West Northamptonshire,
across North Northamptonshire, Peterborough and out to The Wash. Approximately 22,000 properties in this area are at some
risk of flooding, many of which benefit from flood defences of varying standards. The catchment area in North Northamptonshire
contains a series of tributaries that flow into the Nene and include the river Ise, Harpers Brook and Willow Brook.
The area experienced a particularly severe flooding incident in Easter 1998 which resulted in extensive damage to property and
the loss of life in Northampton.
Water quality is generally good. The graph below shows the percentage of rivers which were rated by the Environment Agency
and DEFRA as having good biological and chemical quality in each local authority area.
Graph 26: % of rivers rated as good quality, 2003
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Transport and Movement
This section considers the pattern and method of movement undertaken by the local population
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TRANSPORT AND MOVEMENT
North Northamptonshire has a central geographic location, with 95% of the population of England and Wales within four hours drive of the area. This puts it within easy reach of both London and
the major cities of the Midlands, including Birmingham, Leicester, Nottingham and Derby. Travel times to London are around two hours by car and under one hour by train.
With the population of North Northamptonshire set to increase, the movement of people, both to work and for leisure, will have major implications for the area. Growth needs to be delivered in a
sustainable way. To do this, movement needs to be considered in its broadest context, incorporating infrastructure, providing a choice in travel and the relationships of places to their surrounds.
Providing the infrastructure to cope with the additional movement of people is particularly vital to creating a vibrant and sustainable community in North Northamptonshire as many major sites
are dependent on new infrastructure. Of particular importance will be the need to enable people to make choices for travelling, including alternatives to the private car. This is particularly the
case when peak hour traffic is set to rise across the three main towns of North Northamptonshire from 71,000 in 2001 to 122,000 in 2021.
This section will look at all aspects of transport, both within and to / from North Northamptonshire.

Travel within North Northamptonshire

Catchment population

There is a strong link between the main towns in North Northamptonshire due in part to their
proximity.

There are two aspects to North Northamptonshire’s relative proximity to London. First, it
makes it attractive for people to live in North Northamptonshire and yet still be able to
commute to either London or other major cities in the East Midlands. This influx of people
may help boost the local economy. However, the amount of the money that these people
spend within the area is likely to be lower than if they also worked in the area. By commuting
out of North Northamptonshire, the ideals of a Sustainable Community, to live and work
within one area, are lost.
There are more than 2.5 million people within one hours drive of the area. 62% of these
people are potential employees for businesses and organisations who base themselves
within North Northamptonshire. This number will increase still further as the planned growth
for the Milton Keynes South Midlands sub-region continues.

Table 42: Distance between large settlements by road
Corby

Kettering

Rushden

Wellingborough

Corby
Kettering
Rushden

13.2 km
31.1 km

13.2 km
18.9 km

31.1 km
18.9 km
-

25.4 km
12.3 km
8.9 km

Wellingborough

25.4 km

12.3 km

8.9 km

Source: Multimap 2005

Rail
There are two railway stations in North Northamptonshire: at Wellingborough and Kettering,
both of which are served by the Midland Mainline. Outside North Northamptonshire, there
are also stations in nearby Northampton (connection to West Coast Mainline), Peterborough
(connection to East Coast mainline) and in Market Harborough. Journey times to London
are fast.

Table 43: Travel times by rail to key destinations (minutes)
From:
To
London

Wellingborough
min
max
50
65

Kettering
min
52

max
76

Luton Airport

31

45

38

52

Leicester

32

34

25

27

Nottingham

65

67

58

60

Source: www.thetrainline.com direct weekday services, November 2005
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Table 44: Population within 1 hours drive
Population

Working age
population

% working age

Wellingborough

2,608,323

1,630,839

62.5

Kettering

2,507,954

1,561,451

62.3

Corby

2,055,036

1,275,745

62.1

East Northamptonshire

1,509,768

948,939

62.9

Source: Northamptonshire Investment Promotion Strategy 2003: Economic Baseline & Cluster Analysis

TRAVEL TO WORK
The percentage of car travel to work in all districts is higher than the national average, with East Northamptonshire having half of all journeys to work taken by car. These figures may represent
the relative lack of alternatives to car-based transport in the area. By contrast, only Corby has a higher level of bus commuting than the national average of 4.7%. Across North
Northamptonshire, only 4.2% of journeys to work are taken by public transport as compared to a national average of 9.7%. Public transport appears to be at its weakest in East
Northamptonshire where only 2% of journeys are taken by public transport. This is principally due to its rural character which is more difficult to service. Both train and other forms of rail are
used infrequently in the districts as a means of travel to work. Wellingborough has the highest uptake with just 1% of all journeys to work taken by train. This compares to 4.7% on all types of
rail nationally, including trams, underground etc. Only Wellingborough and Kettering currently have mainline stations, although the case to re-open passenger services at Corby is being
pressed. There are no other forms of rail transport in North Northamptonshire.

Table 45: Method of travel to work
Corby
Number
17,087
2,220
2,105
1,466
138
880
13,299
853

Driving a car / passenger
Bus / Coach
On foot
Works from Home
Train
Bicycle
Not working
Other

%
44.9
5.8
5.5
3.9
0.4
2.3
35.0
2.2

East Northamptonshire
Number
%
28,423
51.9
738
1.3
3,657
6.7
3,789
6.9
482
0.9
729
1.3
16,409
29.9
577
1.0

Kettering
Number
29,828
1,479
4,475
3,448
545
876
17,421
631

%
50.9
2.5
7.6
5.9
0.9
1.5
29.7
1.0

Wellingborough
Number
%
25,240
1,228
3,591
3,056
517
644
17,014
774

England
%
38.6
4.7
6.3
5.8
2.7
1.8
36.8
3.3

48.5
2.4
6.9
5.9
1.0
1.2
32.7
1.4

Source: 2001 Census

Distance travelled to work
The graph below shows the average distance travelled to work in each district varies
greatly: from a high of 17.3km in East Northamptonshire to a low of 9.4km in Corby.

Graph 27: Distance travelled to work (UV80)

Map 12: Average distance travelled to work
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TRAVEL TO WORK
Distance travelled to work
The average straight line distance travelled to work varies across the districts, although both Wellingborough and Kettering are consistent with the national average. The greater length of
travel from the rural area of East Northamptonshire is boosted by the wards of Stanwick and Fineshade where the average distance to work is nearly 25km. Corby is the only district with
an average journey of less than 10km and the district includes Corby East which has an average journey to work of just 6.34km. There is a clear relationship between travelling further to
work and living in rural areas, showing that these rural areas are currently commuter settlements.

Graph 28: Comparison of distances travelled to work
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Source: 2001 Census

North Northamptonshire has a higher than the national average number of people travelling further than 10km to their place of work. Over 32% of people in North Northamptonshire travel
further than 10km to work, compared to 28% in the country as a whole. This is partly due to the rural nature of much of East Northamptonshire. However, the area also has a higher than
average number of short journeys to work. If policy objectives set out in the Sustainable Communities Plan are achieved within the area then it would be expected that the distance
travelled to work would decrease with time.

Access to Services
The Indices of Deprivation 2004, produced by the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister
contained a sub-domain which measured access to key local services: supermarket,
primary school, GP surgery and a post office.
Map 13 shows access to services in North Northamptonshire: the darker areas (higher
scores) show where access to the key services is more difficult. There is a mixed picture
across the area. The areas which experience the most severe levels of access deprivation
are located in the more rural areas of East Northamptonshire.
The urban areas of Wellingborough and Kettering have excellent access to services
through the existing infrastructure.

Map 13: IMD Access to Services Sub-Domain for North Northamptonshire

Source: ODPM Indices of Deprivation 2004
© Crown copyright. All rights reserved. Northamptonshire County Council Licence No. 100019331 Published 04/10/2005
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CURRENT AND FUTURE PROVISION OF TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE
Road
There is a strong infrastructure network already in place across North Northamptonshire. This includes major roads such as the A6,
A43, A45 and the A14 which provide links to the M1 and M6 to the west and the A1(M) to the east. However, many existing routes are
at, or near to, capacity. This includes the A14 where local traffic is compounding capacity issues. The Highways Agency is
investigating solutions with local partners. North Northamptonshire is not served directly by any motorways.
Improvements to these existing routes include providing bypasses, such as the A509 Isham Bypass, and the widening of roads. New
roads are also being built. An example of this is the Corby Link Road. These improvements will help improve local connections and aid
freight movement within the area, a key aspect for the local economy.

Cycle
The importance of cycling for future movement is recognised by central government and across North Northamptonshire. It also has a
role to play contributing to healthier lifestyles. Provision for cycling will be built in to all new developments and promoted through
cycling strategies, with particular focus on improvements in the main towns. A series of cycleways have been identified and promoted
in rural areas and a number of these are tied into the National Cycle Network.

Air and Sea
The existing infrastructure means that four international airports are within a one hour drive of North Northamptonshire: Birmingham,
East Midlands, Stansted and Luton. In addition, it is less than two hours to the main airport in the country, Heathrow. There is also a
small aerodrome at Sywell, west of Wellingborough. The aerodrome has three grass runways and accommodates around 70,000 air
traffic movements each year (www.sywellaerodrome.co.uk). It is primarily used for flight training, aircraft maintenance and corporate
and private flying and is an important local employer.
The A14 is recognised as a strategic European route providing a direct link through to the continent via the east coast ports of Harwich,
Ipswich and Felixstowe.
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Public Transport: Bus
North Northamptonshire’s three major growth towns are linked to Milton Keynes, Northampton and Peterborough via the
X4 bus route. This twice-hourly route enables better east-west public transport links than has previously been possible.
The X4 inter-urban bus service benefited from £4.4 million ODPM Growth Area Funding between 2003/06 and has seen
annual passenger numbers rise from 325,000 in 2003/04 to over 500,000 in 2004/05.
On a smaller scale, Corby Star Bus Service has seen vast improvements in public transport provision in the town following
over a £3.25 million investment in the fleet. Patronage is up over 50% since the service was introduced and it has also
received national recognition through being named runner-up in the Marketing category at the 2003 Bus Oscars. Plans to
replicate this scheme in Kettering are already underway.
Despite these excellent services, the linkages between the towns of North Northamptonshire are not particularly robust
and have infrequent services. This is an objective for North Northamptonshire to meet in the coming years. The County
Council through the Local Transport Plan is introducing a strategy to improve bus services, including in rural areas to
improve accessibility for the rural population. In addition, Government investment through the Community Infrastructure
Fund is expected to provide £1m support towards urban bus enhancements in Wellingborough between 2006 and 2008.

Public Transport: Rail
The area is served by two stations: Wellingborough and Kettering. This provides direct access into the centre of London in less than an hour on the Midland Mainline. Corby is
without a direct passenger rail service, but a half hourly bus service connects the town to Kettering station. There has been steady growth in ticket sales on the Midland Main Line,
with sales up from just over 5 million in 1995-96 to 10.6 million in 2004-05.
The area has also become a key location for rail freight at EUROHUB (Corby) which is continuing to expand and is particularly accessible for rail freight from Europe. The unique
interchange allows mile long trains to transport more than 150,000 cars per annum to mainland Europe via Paris. Currently two trains arrive daily at the Eurohub from Paris. The
Eurohub provides direct access to six major highways, east coast seaports and major airports, in addition to providing a 250 acre industrial park.
Across North Northamptonshire, improvements are suggested to the rail network which would enable greater train patronage from North Northamptonshire. Plans for East - West
rail links are central to the current Government thinking and North Northamptonshire would be one area to benefit from this. The potential building of a new station in Corby would
enable the town to be linked onto the midland mainline, providing essential infrastructure for the area’s proposed growth. The successor to NNT will continue to lobby and make the
case to re-open passenger rail services from a new station at Corby. Access to the Midland Mainline for all three growth towns will be a particularly significant development with
Eurostar trains to run from St. Pancras from 2007. North Northamptonshire would then have direct access to mainland Europe.
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LINKS
www.nntogether.co.uk

www.northamptonshireobservatory.co.uk

www.nomisweb.co.uk

www.odpm.gov.uk

www.statistics.gov.uk

GLOSSARY
ASB
BME
GDP
GP
HSFE
IMD2004
LLTI

Anti-social behaviour
Black and Minority Ethnic
Gross Domestic Product
General Practitioner
Health Survey for England
Indices of Deprivation 2004
Limiting Long Term Illness

LSC
MKSM
NHS
NNT
NOMIS
ODPM

Learning and Skills Council
Milton Keynes South Midlands
National Health Service
North Northants Together
National Online Manpower Information
Service
Office of the Deputy Prime Minister

ONS
RSL
SIC
SRS
STEAM
WEAST

Office for National Statistics
Registered Social Landlord
Standard Industrial Classification
Sub-regional Strategy
Scarborough Tourism Economic Activity
Monitor
Wellingborough East
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APPENDIX 1
Wards in Corby
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APPENDIX 1
Wards in East Northamptonshire
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APPENDIX 1
Wards in Kettering
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APPENDIX 1
Wards in Wellingborough
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