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1 Executive Summary 

KEY MESSAGES 

Government proposals to regenerate Corby will see it double in population, to 120,000, by 
2031.  We must ensure that the water infrastructure is able to meet this demand.  The 
Environment Agency has joined forces with Catalyst Corby (the Urban Regeneration 
Company) and Corby Borough Council to ensure that there is a strategic approach to the 
management and usage of water. In total £72M of additional flood storage, water supply and 
sewage treatment infrastructure will be required and this Strategy gives high level details of 
what is needed, when it’s needed and what the next steps are.   

The Government’s Sustainable 
Communities Plan has identified the 
need for significant increases in housing 
and employment across the south and 
east of England.  It aims to provide 
affordable housing to match increasing 
demand, address existing infrastructure 
issues and to promote urban 
regeneration.  Four potential major 
growth areas, or Sub-Regions, have 
been identified, Corby lies within the 
Milton Keynes and South Midlands Sub-
Region.  Catalyst Corby has set out a 
Regeneration Framework which will 
contribute some 28,000 new homes 
towards the Government’s overall target 
of 275,000 new homes by 2031. 

This Water Cycle Strategy represents the 
Environment Agency, Catalyst Corby and 
Corby Borough Council’s desire to look 
at all elements of the water cycle 
strategically to ensure that development 
needs do not overwhelm available water 
infrastructure.  Anglian Water Services 
and Bee Bee Developments have been 
key consultees throughout.  The Strategy 
identifies any issues which would 
compromise development and defines 
high level targets for best practice with 

regard to receiving, using and dealing 
with water.   

This Phase 1 Strategy gives details of: 

• the works that will be required to 
support this development 

• what key infrastructure needs to 
be in place and by when 

• the estimated cost of that 
infrastructure and associated 
Developer contributions 

• how planning applications will be 
progressed and guidance to 
Developers on how to comply 
with the Strategy. 

 
The Strategy proposes: 

• additional flood balancing  
• sustainable urban drainage 
• rainwater recycling 
• strategic infrastructure 

management 
• an additional sewage treatment 

works and the uprating of 
existing facilities 

• additional foul sewage storage 
• additional water mains and a 

new storage reservoir 
• associated pumps and pipework   
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2 The Water Cycle 

KEY MESSAGES 

More development means more water: more potable water demand, increased flows to and 
discharge from the sewage treatment works and a greater risk of flooding as uncontrolled 
rainwater runs off new houses, driveways and roads.  This Strategy considers all these 
elements, how they interact and how water should be properly managed.  It ensures that new 
developments do not compromise existing ones and that water quality and the environment 
are enhanced. 

Figure 1 below summarises the Water Cycle and shows how water enters, leaves and returns 
to the river system.  

 
Figure 1 - The Water Cycle 
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3 Proposed Developments and Planning Process 

KEY MESSAGES 

In response to the Government’s Sustainable Communities Plan, Catalyst Corby has set out 
a Regeneration Framework to show how the demand for new housing and industry will be 
met.  An additional 28,000 houses and 30,000 new jobs will be required by 2031 to meet the 
Government’s growth plans. 

Figure 2 opposite shows the extent of the 
major domestic and industrial 
developments in Corby.   

Planning Process 

The Environment Agency is objecting to 
the planning approval of all major new 
developments on the grounds that there 
is not a water cycle strategy in place. 
Urgent attention needs to be given to 
priority sites to avoid the Regeneration 
Framework being delayed.  This Phase 1 
Strategy will allow the development 
process to continue.  It will do this by: 

• setting out requirements for 
managing flood risk, water quality 
and water demand 

• identifying requirements for 
sustainable development and 
green infrastructure 

• identifying the major constraints 
of sewage treatment and water 
supply  

 
The specific measures it will put in place 
are: 

• a Developer checklist advising 
Developers what they need to do 
to comply with the Strategy 

• a summary flowchart to guide 
Developers through the planning 
agreement process  

• a protocol in which the 
Environment Agency, Corby 
Borough Council and Catalyst 
Corby agree to progress 
developments that comply with 
the Strategy 

• identification of areas where 
additional funding is needed to 
meet the needs of the Strategy 

• a funding mechanism that can be 
used to levy Developer 
contributions and pay for the 
flood mitigation works required 

Funding Mechanism 

Developers will only be required to 
contribute for developments which are 
not identified in the current Local Plan.  
For domestic developments a fixed fee 
will be levied on each house for flood 
mitigation works.  Industrial 
developments will be given a choice of 
on site management to a 1 in 100 year 
standard or contributing to the Strategy in 
the same way as domestic 
developments.  The funding mechanism 
will be further developed to reward best 
practice and to refund any over 
payments made by Developers in the 
early stages.   
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Figure 2: Key Development Areas 
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4  Strategic Proposals and Sustainable Development 

KEY MESSAGES 

The scale of development planned for Corby will have wide ranging impacts on water 
infrastructure.  Flood risk will need to be minimised by SUDs, rainwater harvesting and by the 
provision of additional balancing facilities.  Consideration needs to be given to future 
operation and maintenance of all the new and existing facilities.  Water supply and sewerage 
capacity need to be enhanced as a matter of urgency and discussions need to take place 
with Ofwat and the ODPM to enable water companies to plan strategically. 

 
 What the Strategy means 

Figure 4 shows the new works that the 
Strategy has identified.  They 
comprise: 

• 7 new flood storage areas 
• extensions to 8 existing flood 

balancing reservoirs 
• channel improvements and 

culvert widening (at the STW) 
• upgrading Corby STW and 

building a new STW 
• 20km of new water main 
• additional pumping  
• a new water storage reservoir 
• 3 new foul attenuation tanks 
• 2km of new sewers 

 

What the problems are  
AWS plan to meet future water 
demand by increasing the capacity of 
Wing WTW.  Although works are 
scheduled to be complete at the end of 
2010 they are heavily dependent on 
the outcome of the planning process 
and any delay could affect 
development 
 
The existing sewage treatment works 
will reach capacity within 2 to 3 years.  
This situation must be addressed now 
to ensure that a solution is in place so 
that development is not compromised.  
Figure 3 shows the current water 
supply and sewage treatment situation. 

Figure 3 – Water Supply and Sewage Treatment Capacities 
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Figure 4: Proposed Strategic Water Infrastructure 
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5 Summary and Recommendations 

KEY MESSAGES 

In order to meet the demand for housing and industry in Corby £72M needs to be spent on 
water infrastructure.  Strategic flood risk measures can be brought on line when required and 
are not expected to compromise the overall rate of development.  Urgent attention must be 
given to water supply and sewage treatment as existing capacity is limited.  High level 
discussions need to take place with the ODPM and Ofwat to allow water companies to adopt 
a strategic approach.  Over time this Strategy will change as more detail becomes available. 

 
 Summary 

The table below summarises what Corby 
will need and what it will cost. 

Infrastructure Cost 

Water Supply  £12.5 million  
Sewage Treatment  £21.5 million  
Sewage Network  £7.5 million  
Flood Management - 
Strategic  

£10.5 million  

Flood management – 
Developers own sites  

£20 million  

Total £72 million 

 
Not all of this infrastructure is needed 
now but it does need to be phased over 
the next 25 years to suit development.  
However, sewage treatment capacity 
needs to be urgently investigated to 
ensure that it does compromise the 
Regeneration Framework.  Similarly, 
water supply is also a potential constraint 
and will need to be carefully managed.  
The strategic flood management costs 
will be funded by Developers at an 
estimated average of £600 per house 
(based on 23,600 houses above the 
current allocation).  A fund is being set 
up that will allow the Council to charge 
Developers and use this money to pay 

for the works that are needed.  
Developers will meet their own costs for 
works that are needed on their sites to 
comply with this Strategy. 

Recommendations 
The Phase 1 Strategy sets out what 
water infrastructure is required to 
facilitate development.  To ensure that 
the strategy is implemented it is 
recommended that: 

• Phase 2 of this Strategy, which 
will look in more detail at what is 
needed and what it will cost,  is 
commenced immediately 

• sewage treatment and water 
supply capacity are investigated 
with AWS as a matter of urgency 

• A funding stream is made 
available for strategic 
consideration of sewage 
treatment and water supply.  This 
will need to be discussed with the 
ODPM and Ofwat. 

• A management company is 
formed to operate and maintain 
all the flood storage facilities to 
relieve the Council of this burden. 

 


